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JHSUM's 40th Anniversary
event at the Ted Mann Theater
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JHSUM Marks
Milestone Anniversary

By Robin Doroshow

n Sunday, September 8, 2024,
more than 400 people gath-
ered at the Ted Mann Concert

Hall at the University of Minnesota
to celebrate 40 years of the Jewish

Historical Society of the Upper Midwest.

'The event featured the premiere of the

film, Those Who Serve, and a moderated
panel discussion featuring Maryland
Congressman Jamie Raskin, Minnesota
Secretary of State, Steve Simon, and
Minnesota State Senator, Sandra Pappas.
Robin Washington, an editor at large at
The Forward, served as moderator and

master of ceremonies.



Continued from previous page.

Congressman Raskin, who represents Maryland’s
8th Congressional District in the United States
Congress, has strong ties to the Upper Midwest.
His maternal grandfather, Sam Bellman, served in
Minnesota’s Legislature in the 1930s, and was only
the 3rd Jew to ever serve in that body. Secretary

of State Steve Simon, who formerly served in

the Minnesota Legislature, has been Minnesota’s
Secretary of State since 2015. State Senator, Sandra
Pappas, first served in the Minnesota Legislature,
and has held public office in the state since 1985.

Panelists discussed the influence of Judaism in their
public service in a lively conversation. While each
had unique perspectives, there were some common-

alities. All were influenced by the Jewish concept of

Tikkun Olam — repairing the world. The event was
recorded and can be viewed at
www.jhsum.org/40th-anniversary-program.

LEAD SPONSORS
The Heilicher Foundation
Oren & Sharron Steinfeldt Foundation

DESSERT RECEPTION SPONSOR

Alanna “Loni” & Allan Stillerman
Philanthropic Fund

YOUNG ADULT TICKET SPONSORS
Steve & Sheri Lear

Rhoda & Don Mains

Gregg Mekler/Raymond James & Associates
Stan & Jeanne Kagin

Susan Weinberg & Martin Arend

ADDITIONAL SUPPORTERS

Elliot and Marlys Badzin

Neil Feinberg

Mike and Linda Fiterman Family Foundation
Stinson, LLP/Steve Rubin

Esta Stecher

AUCTION DONORS

Aberdeen Getaway and Swag
Donated by McQuillen Creative Group and

Aberdeen Area Convention & Visitors Bureau
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Nearly 150 people gathered for a VIP reception

Bald Man Brewing Co. Package
Donated by Dan Jacobs

Behind-the-Scenes Almanac

Evening with Twin Cities
Donated by Twin Cities Public
Television

Beth Dooley Signed Books
Donated by Beth Dooley

Braemar Private Golf Lesson
Donated by Joe Gruepner

Brookview Golf Package for 4
Donated by Brookview Golf
Course

Case of Murphy Goode California

Blend 2020
Donated by East Lake Liquors

Charcuterie Board for 12
Donated by Carole Garrigos

City Paws Pet Club Gift Certificate
Donated by City Paws Pet Club

Continental Diamond
Gift Certificate
Donated by Continental Diamond

Deli Package
Donated by Cecil’s and
Crossroads Delicatessens

Design by Sheryl Sue Invitations
Donated by Sheryl Sue Warren

Downtown Dogs/Dog’'s Day Out
Gift Certificate
Donated by Ralph and Abbe
Bernstein

Drag Brunch Package
Donated by Chad Kampe

Duluth Getaway
Donated by Va Bene Restaurant,
Gleensheen Mansion, Duluth
Aquarium, Alakef Coffee,
Gail Freedman and Joanne Sher

Fhima's Gift Card
Donated by Fhima's

First Avenue Concert Package
Donated by First Avenue

Five Trees by Leon Sorkin
Donated by JHSUM



with our featured guests

Four Gopher Football Tickets
Donated by Joel Mirviss

Handmade Wooden Fishing Net
Donated by Markus Krueger

Laila Tov Print
Donated by Betsy Platkin Teutsch

Lake Elmo Basket
Donated by Lake Elmo Bank

Lanesboro Vacation Package
Donated by Commonweal Theater
and Sylvan Brewery

Makeup Lesson
Donated by Sherry Fredkove

Marcus Theaters Tickets
Donated by Marcus Theaters

Max's Gift Card and Chocolates
Donated by Max's of St. Louis Park

Mia Special Exhibition Passes
Donated by Mia

Minnesota Historical Society
Membership
Donated by MN Historical Society

Nichole's Gift Card
Donated by Nichole’s Pastry Shoppe

Nordic Ware Deluxe Bundt Basket
Donated by Nordic Ware

One month JCC Membership Package
Donated by Minnesota JCC

Rudy Project Deltabeat Sunglasses
Donated by Karen and Charles Aaron

Six Point Theater Tickets
Donated by Six Points Theater

The Museum of Russian Art

Membership and 4 Passes
Donated by The Museum of
Russian Art

Top Ten Liquor Gift Cards
Donated by Top Ten
Two Months of Co-Working at

Modernwell
Donated by Modern Well

Yum Gift Card
Donated by Yum

EVENT VOLUNTEERS
Frank Abramson
Win Allred

Chuck Bernath
Bette Blumenberg
Lon Blumenberg
Andrea Silver Champaloux
Lili Chester

Kate Dietrick
Anna Doroshaw
Rabbi Avram Ettedqui
Sylvia Fine

Gail Freedman
Bruce Goodman
Arlis Grossman
Fred Haeusler
Morrie Hartman
Jamie Heilicher
Sadie Kaplan
Raina Kronfeld
Rich Kronfeld
Theo Kronfeld
Sue Krovitz

Ben Lubka
Reuben Lubka
Don Mains

Rhoda Mains
Leslie Martin
Myrna Orensten
Jeanne Pais
Barbara Ritzen
Doris Rubenstein
Steve Rubin

Mike Siskin

Paul Solomon
Linda Stein
Sharron Steinfeldt
Eden Swartz
Laura Swartz
Sheryl Sue Warren
Freddie Weisberg
Sheri Yarosh

STAFF

Robin Doroshow, Executive
Director; Ellen Ziskin, Website
and Database Manager; Dale
Bluestein, Video Producer
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The Southside Neighborhood House 1920-1939

By Joshua Lazar, JHSUM Intern
The Founding: 1920-1922

In 1919 Sadye Kantrowitz became the
President of the Minneapolis Section of
the National Council of Jewish Women.
The Council recognized the need for a
neighborhood center on the south side.
'Thus, a five-room apartment was rented in
1920, and shortly after a nine-room build-
ing was temporarily secured to establish
the South Side Neighborhood House. The
Neighborhood House quickly outgrew its
small location and was relocated to Adath
Jeshurun in 1925, after that congregation
moved. From 1920-1939 South Side
Neighborhood House became a hub for
Jewish community and the leading proj-
ect for the Council.

Although the Neighborhood House was
established by a Jewish institution
primarily with Jews in mind, the
establishment catered to all people.
Additionally, although primarily getting
their participants from the south side of
the city, north side residents also attended
events at the Neighborhood House.

A Thriving House: 1922-1936
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Adath Jeshurun Congregation, South Side Neighborhood House, date
unknown. The Adath Jeshurun Congregation South Side Neighborhood
House at 9th St and 12th Ave in South Minneapolis. During a time of growth
during Rabbi Matt's years, holding classes and services in the rented Lagoon
Hall on Hennepin Avenue from 1921-1927, the old synagogue building was
sold to the National Council of Jewish Women to be used as the South Side
Neighborhood House.

Courtesy of the Upper Midwest Jewish Archives, University of Minnesota Libraries.

The South Side Neighborhood House

was a place where disadvantaged youth could come to be tutored,
study and have fun. However, the Neighborhood House quickly
expanded its purview, and began to host clubs and activities for
teens and adults. By 1922, before it had moved to a larger loca-
tion, the Neighborhood House had eight boys and girls clubs,
one mothers’ club, two Americanization classes, one foreigners’
club, weekly dances, weekly movies, gymnasium classes, a base-
ball team, sewing, crocheting, knitting, dancing, dramatic, and
clay modeling classes, with thirty group leaders who volunteered
to carry out the activities. Eventually they added a nursery school
and a parental education program.

Soon, the House had expanded to the point where it had its
own publication the S.S.N.H. Spectator, and had several sports
teams, which recognized “All House Teams” as an honor. The
Neighborhood House also had several thriving clubs. An
article in the S.S.N.H Spectator, wrote about the Hanukkah
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celebrations of different clubs at the Neighborhood House,
including the Blue and Whites, GWG’s, Triple J’s and Amigos
clubs. This includes the Gemilus Chesed Auxiliary charitable
organization sponsoring a women’s Hanukkah luncheon and
card party at the Neighborhood House in which 150 women

were present.

'The Amigos Club is an example of one of these clubs. It was
one of the oldest and well-known clubs of the South Side
Neighborhood House. The club began in 1932, and hosted
dances, banquets, and parties. The club was known for their
dances which attracted many hundreds of people to the
Neighborhood House. Additionally, they helped contribute
generously to the South Side Neighborhood House camp, the
Jewish Federation and the Community Fund. The Amigos
Club, was one of several clubs that were based in the South Side
Neighborhood House.



Alpha Omega Club Hanukkah party, 1935. The Alpha Omega Club was a
Minneapolis young people’s social club. Worth noting is Sam Finkelstein,
seated at center. Finkelstein was a driving force behind the success of the
South Side Neighborhood House.

Courtesy of the Upper Midwest Jewish Archives, University of Minnesota Libraries.

The End: 1936-1939

Toward the late 1930s the Jewish community that was near the South Side
Neighborhood House, began to steadily diminish. In a 1936 Minneapolis Jewish Survey
it was recommended that the House be discontinued. It was then decided that the South
Side Neighborhood House merge with the Elliot Park Neighborhood House. Therefore,
in 1939 the South Side Neighborhood House was discontinued. An honorary luncheon
was held in honor of Sadye Kantrowitz, to celebrate her achievements in helping to

establish and grow the Neighborhood House.

The South Side Neighborhood House was a place for youth, teenagers and adults to
socialize, participate in clubs and activities, take classes, play sports, and be a part of a
Jewish community.

Joshua Lazar is a Senior at the University of Minnesota, studying Sociology and
Political Science with a Hebrew and Jewish Studies minor.

St. Paul Community Legacy Initiative

JHSUM President
Jamie Heilicher

The Jewish Historical Society
of the Upper Midwest is one of
15 community partners partic-
ipating in the Life and Legacy
Project, a program of the St.
Paul Jewish Federation. This
program helps regional Jewish
organizations, including some
synagogues, to grow their
giving programs by providing
education and support.

In the first year of this program
(2023-24), JHSUM donors
have helped us add eight new
Life Membership and L'Dor
Funds, and informed us of one
future gift. These nine gifts
earned the organization an
additional $3,600 in funds from
the Life and Legacy program.

As we enter year two of pro-
gram participation, our goal
is to establish at least nine
new funds and/or future gifts.
The second program year
runs from November 1, 2024
through October 31, 2025.

We invite you to consider
establishing a Life
Membership or L'Dor Fund at
JHSUM. As you consider estate
gifts, please keep us in mind.
For further information, please
reach out to Robin Doroshow
at rdoroshow@jhsum.org or
call us at 952-381-3360.
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Sholom Alliance History

By Ray Harris
n our country, the year 1968 is remembered as a year of great
unrest — the Vietnam War — the contested national presi-
dential election — the assassination of Martin Luther King,
and rampant protests in many of our cities, e.g., Detroit, Los
Angeles, and Chicago, to name just a few.

In Minneapolis, the protests culminated in the destruction and
indiscriminate burning of the buildings on one of the main
commercial streets — Plymouth Avenue in North Minneapolis.
The civic response to the Plymouth Avenue destruction and fires
was the formation of the Urban Coalition with highly respected
businessman Sanford (Sandy) Bemis, Founder and CEO of
Bemis Company as the leader, and my friend, Harry Davis —
one of the era’s most respected Black community leaders as its
Executive Director. The coalition consisted of public and private
groups, businesses, religious organizations, etc., who were to
collaborate in providing a civic response of aid to the victims of
the destruction.

Marvin Borman, Partner in the Maslon law firm and President
of the Federation for Jewish Services (the “Federation”), asked
me to represent the Jewish Community on the Coalition prin-
cipally to assist the Jewish merchants on Plymouth Avenue who
had lost their buildings and businesses in the recent fires.

While assisting the merchants, I was surprisingly deluged by
many elderly, mainly Jewish, persons who pleaded with me for
housing, financial assistance, and even food assistance. I reported
to the Federation, primarily Marvin Borman and Sam Kaplan
(the Maslon law firm), that I had uncovered a pressing com-
munity need: Jewish elderly — living in unacceptable housing,
undernourished, fragile, and with very little financial ability to
pay for their increasing requirements.

The Task Force

The first response was “The Sholom Home,” a single residential
building on Snelling Avenue across from the State Fair Grounds
in St. Paul — not nearly large enough! Next, to understand the
scope and magnitude of the problem, it was suggested that I set
up a Task Force. The Jewish Community responded: The Task
Force included: Arline Bloom, Mel Goldfein, Theresa Berman,
Dutch Kastenbaum, etc. — three architects — Paul Pink, Bernie
Herman, and Joel Glotter — Suzy Selcer, Harvey Ratner and
me (Ray Harris) as Chair. We also had ample legal expertise

6 GENERATIONS | FALL 2024

Groundbreaking held
r seniors’ apartments
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Photo courtesy of University of Minnesota Libraries, Nathan
and Theresa Berman Upper Midwest Jewish Archives.

available to our expanding group — Amos Deinard, Harold Field,
Jr. (both from the Leonard, Street & Deinard firm), and, of course,
Marvin Borman and Sam Kaplan.

'The Task Force had regular meetings on the top of the old Nicollet
Hotel where Nicollet Mall and Hennepin Avenues converged.

Prior to the formation of the Task Force, the only other Jewish
person, I can remember, that was involved in the Plymouth
Avenue aftermath was a well-known North Minneapolis resident
— Hy Rosen. I believe that I was the only Jewish person, and for
that matter, am the only member of the original Urban Coalition
who is still alive.

'The Task Force met and often discussed the myriad of actions that
needed to be in a program for Jewish seniors. Coincidentally, in
my day job (real estate), I received a notice that could be — and
was — relevant to the senior program: The Villa apartments had
just been foreclosed upon by Minnesota Federal Savings & Loan.
'The Villa Apartments consisted of nine buildings — a total of 159
apartments at 34th Street between Emerson and Dupont Avenues
South — across the street from the Adath Jeshurun Synagogue.

'The buildings consisted of small apartments — in good condition
— and at decent rental rates. Minnesota Federal wanted to find a
buyer or master-lessor for the nine buildings. My analysis of the
price for the buildings was approximately equivalent to the total
income that could be received from all of the units in all of the
buildings when fully leased.



I asked myself “could we negotiate to
master-lease the property and, if so, could
we fully rent the buildings?” If that were
possible, we would receive control of

the nine buildings — 159 apartments

— without any cost to the Federation. I
decided to present the almost-too-good-
to-be-true opportunity to the Task Force
for their consideration.

Opinions of the Task Force and
Federation executives varied from
shocked, supportive, and opposed.
Without permission of the Task Force,
I negotiated with Minnesota Federal
and convinced them to let us mas-
ter-lease the property. The sole issue
remaining was our ability to fill the
buildings with tenants. Were there really
Jewish seniors that needed rental assis-
tance and financial help?

We Were In Business

We took over the lease and we were in
the housing business! We hired Phil
Seidenfeld as the housing manager. And
we quickly filled all the vacant apart-
ments with elderly Jewish seniors. The
Jewish Community was now convinced
that there was a strong need — not
only for better affordable housing, but
assistance with health issues, financial
needs, and even better nourishment for
our elders.

'The Villa Apartments had proven

the need. The Task Force, now trans-
formed into a housing corporation (the
Community Housing and Services
Corporation), turned its attention to

a holistic program — more housing,
healthcare, a complete and comprehen-
sive program to fulfill the needs of Jewish
seniors. Our first project was to be more
affordable housing units — a subsidized

housing building: Menorah Plaza.

Harold Field, Sr. owned the St. Louis
Park theater located on Minnetonka
Boulevard adjacent to the St Louis
Park City offices. He was in the throes
of closing the theater permanently
and was interested in selling the entire
property. The theater property, with its

ample parking area, was perfect for the
Menorah Plaza building. I spent end-
less hours assisting Field in completing
the sale of the property to become the
first new housing project for the Jewish
community. Financing for Menorah
Plaza was accomplished with the wel-
come assistance of then-Senator Walter
Mondale and the architects for the new
building were the three firms led by the
architects on the Task Force — Paul
Pink, Bernie Herman, and Joel Glotter.

'The completion of construction for
Menorah Plaza was, as I remember,
about 1981 — thirteen years following

the destruction of Plymouth Avenue — a
joyous mitzvah!

At that point, I decided it was time to
pass the baton — time for new leader-
ship! The Sholom Alliance, now with a
foundation of housing to serve our elders,
was a reality and the comprehensive
senior program — a desperately needed

Ray Harris has worked for more than

60 years to improve the quality of

life in urban communities. A Stanford
University graduate, Ray has focused on
quality housing, area rejuvenation, con-
venient commercial areas, services

to the elderly, and education.

Are you over 70 years of age and have an IRA?

If so, you may be able to support the Jewish Historical Society of the
Upper Midwest AND potentially reduce your taxable income.

A Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) is a tax-free transfer from an
IRA to a qualified charity and can be made after age 70 1/2. It is not an
itemized deduction so you can use the standard deduction and still get

a tax benefit.

A QCD can work in tandem with a

Required Minimum Distribution (RMD)
which is required after age 73 from retire-
ment accounts such as Traditional IRAs.
You are required to withdraw a certain
amount each year and you pay taxes on
those withdrawals unless you make use of

strategies such as contributions.

A Qualified Charitable Distribution from

your Traditional IRA can support JHSUM by:

¢ Reducing your taxable income — funds go directly from your IRA to
JHSUM, reducing your taxable income.

e Satisfying Required Minimum Distributions — QCDs can be used to
meet your RMD, avoid taxes on the withdrawal and avoid penalties
which would be incurred if you failed to do the required withdrawal.

e Maximizing your charitable impact — JHSUM receives the full

distribution tax-free.

e Supporting the mission of JHSUM.

Contact your financial advisor to discuss if this makes sense for you.
If so, please consider using it to support JHSUM to help us further our
mission of educating next generations on our unique Upper Midwest

Jewish history.

Photo by David Holifield on Unsplash
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On the road:
Ashley, North Dakota

By Robin Doroshow, JHSUM Executive Director
This past May, I had the honor of accompanying

members of the Sloven and Greenberg families as

they visited Ashley, North Dakota. I jumped in for
just one day of a more extensive tour of North Dakota
undertaken by siblings, Saralee Sloven and Charles
Greenberg. Saralee came from her home in Iowa and
Charles traveled from California. Saralee was accompanied
by her daughter, Ruth Sloven, and son and daughter-in-law,
Jeff and Mary Jo Sloven. Charles brought along his daugh-
ter, Raschel Greenberg.

Before I met up with them in Ashley, the group traveled all
over the state with stops including sites in Grafton, Devils

Lake, Regan and Fargo. ]
Greenberg and Sloven family members and JHSUM's executive
Saralee and Charles shared memories of traveling in director, Robin Doroshow

the family’s 1925 Chevrolet from their childhood home
in Grafton to visit their grandparents, Israel and Sarah
Auerbach, who owned a general store in Ashley. The

time to travel that distance of nearly 260 miles must have
seemed like an eternity in those days before modern high-
way networks were established.

Saralee recalled that her grandparents, immigrants from
Bessarabia, were living in New York City when the lure of
the West and owning land, something Jews couldn’t do in
the Pale of Settlement, enticed them to go west and stake
a claim on land in North Dakota. After three years of farm
life on the homestead near Ashley, Israel and Sarah sold the
property and opened a general store in town. She recalled
hearing that her grandparents would “carry” farmers by
extending credit until they were able to pay their bills after
the fall harvest. Later, their son, Nate, would take over the
store, along with his wife, Pauline, who was the daughter of
Rabbi Julius Hess, Ashley’s resident rabbi. Years later, Rabbi Saralee Sloven and Chuck Greenberg next to
Hess, who served Ashley and Wing, North Dakota Jewish a sign from their grandparent’s store at the
communities, became the first rabbi of the B’nai Isaac Ashley Museum, Ashley, ND.
Congregation in Aberdeen, South Dakota.

communicate. We can assume that Sarah’s

Saralee related a story about her grandmother, Sarah, who served Yiddish and the German mother’s German

as a translator for doctors attending women delivering babies in allowed them to communicate.

the area. Germans from Russia arrived and began homesteading

in the Dakotas before the Jewish homesteaders, and many spoke Chuck brought along a coin from the

only German. The doctors would frequently pick Sarah up on Auerbach store. There were various opinions
their way to deliver babies, so she could help mother and doctor as to whether the design on the back of the

8 GENERATIONS | FALL 2024



Calendar plate from the Israel
(Auerbach) store, Ashley, ND, 1914.

coin was an “A” for Auerbach or a plow,
but it was agreed that these coins were
given out by the store to customers to use
on future purchases.

On my way home from Ashley, I decided
to take a short detour to look for the
Wing, ND Jewish cemetery. I always for-
get that distances in the Dakotas are not
as close as they look on the GPS. After
several hours and many wrong turns,

I found myself in the middle of a field
looking at the Wing Jewish cemetery.

Wing Jewish Cemetery,
Wing, North Dakota.

It never ceases to amaze me that there
were Jews in these remote areas when
they were even more isolated than they
are today, and that they maintained their
Judaism as best they could, and made a
life for themselves and their families.

% UHEREAS: = Tay-Sachs disease 45 @ fatal, inherited, genetic disonder which niman il o8
Jews of central and eastemn Ewropean anée,sbcy; and. “r J ?M.e

(JHEREAS: ﬂf disease &4 a btk killer of infant children, and sinikes unsuspecting families;
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Tay-Sachs gene; and 4 nopt an As @ carrier of Lhe recessive

GHEREAS:  Mount Sinai Hospital and the University of Minnesota have d ()
Tay-Sachs Disease Prevention Proghams and6 R

i
WHEREAS: Lt s now possible Zo detect carniens the Tay- 3
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i WHEREAS:  screening and testing sessions for Tay-Sachs carni - ‘
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, THEREF( :
et JZnZRch’s 1, Wendel? R. And'e)wun, Governon of the State of Mwm./sa/ta, do hereby proclainm

TAY~SACHS DISEASE PREVENTION MONTHS

i Minnesota, and fuithermone do invite the medical {

inneso: 1 2 profession, the press, &
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3 this progham, en enaourage all potenti {
| cd age and older, Lo be fested for Tay-Sachs d%sea/.»e.pa A, Rddeted poapte, - 18 yeors i
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, T have hereunto et
my hand and caused the Great Seal of Zthe
State 04 Ménnesota to be affixed at the !
State Capitol this sixth day of May in the '
year of owr Lord one thousand nine hundred
and seventy~five and of the State, the §
one huadred and seventeenth. i

GOVERNOR

oTA
TATE OF MINNES
CRETARY O0F STATE _SDEFARTM?“TE‘;:STME

L.
VY 6 - 1975

Dalerd Bowe?
/ﬂw Secretary of State

Tay-Sachs Disease Prevention Months

Nearly 50 years ago, Minnesota’s then governor, Wendell Anderson, pro-
claimed May and June of 1975 as Tay-Sachs Disease Prevention Months.
This proclamation came as blood and tear tests had recently been
developed to detect carriers of this genetic disorder. As Jews are more
frequent carriers than the general population, testing through Minnesota
Jewish organizations took place at Hillel and the JCCs. Thank you to
Governor Anderson for moving forward this important public action.
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In Brief

Regional History Presentation
Apr.2,2024 | Ridgepoint

Presentation and discussion on Aberdeen,
SD research project that led to the
JHSUM video A Stop Along the Way, and
journal Aberdeen: A Jewish History.

—
Sophie Wirth Camp

Apr. 11,2024 | White Bear Lake Area
Historical Society

Sophie Wirth history presentation by
Laura Weber, followed by a discussion
in partnership with White Bear Lake
Historical Society.

1
Viewing of Summer Camps video

Aug. 7, 2024 | Sholom East
Ice cream social and viewing of the

JHSUM video Summer Camps.

|

Northside Tours

August Ongoing

August 2023, Sylvia Fine and Cary
Shaich led a tour for the Burstein family
reunion. Betsy Burstein Sitkoff said, “the

tour was the favorite part of their incredi-
ble weekend.”

1
Premiere of The Story of NAPCO

Aug. 11,2024 | MN JCC Sabes Center
Premiere of the first Jewish entrepreneur
film from JHSUM, The Story of NAPCO,

featuring the Rappaport family and their
business NAPCO.

1
40th Anniversary Event

Sept. 8,2024 | Ted Mann Concert Hall
40th Anniversary of JHSUM featuring
Maryland Congressman Jamie Raskin,
Minnesota Secretary of State Steve
Simon, and Minnesota State Senator
Sandra Pappas. See cover story for details
and more photos.

]
Twin Cities Jewish Film Festival

Sept. 14,2024 | MN JCC Sabes Center
Life. Lore. And the Lincoln Del film
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Gary and Susan Rappaport.

Thank you for being a part of Jewish history
A couple of years ago, the leadership of JHSUM began thinking (‘“
Annb

about Jewish entrepreneurship in our region, and we quickly

realized that it was a bit of a phenomenon with dozens and NAPRPGCQO

dozens of very successful businesses with regional roots. \ 1|/
Wy

We embarked on a project to create short films to document

these stories, and on August 11, 2024, we premiered our first film featuring

local business success stories, The Story of NAPCO, highlighting the

Rappaport family and their business NAPCO.

Not only did the Rappaport family find professional success with NAPCO,
but their success fueled their philanthropy in both the Jewish and general
communities, where they are leaders and examples of generosity.

JHSUM hopes to document more of these stories and honor the families
behind the businesses. Please reach out to discuss how we can help you
document your family’s story at history@jhsum.org.

Sept. 15,2024 | MN JCC Sabes Center
Nechama, a film on the Jewish disas-

ter relief organization founded in
Minneapolis was premiered at the 2024
Twin Cities Jewish Film Festival. A
pop-up exhibit and panel discussion
accompanied the event.

|
Regional History Presentation

Dec. 15,2024 | Or Emet Congregation
Presentation and discussion on Aberdeen,
SD research project that led to the
JHSUM video A Stop Along the Way , and
journal Aberdeen: A Jewish History.

Nechama Founding members: Gene
Borochoff, Seth Gardner, Todd
Heilicher, Steve Lear. Moderator:
Rich Kronfeld, Nechama volunteer.

kicked off the 2024 Twin Cities Jewish

Film Festival, and was voted audience
festival favorite.



MINNESOTA JEWISH GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

By Susan Weinberg, MINJGS President

- o you know where your family
came from before they came to

America? Perhaps family lore

-
reports a country or maybe a town with a
rather unpronounceable name. There are
some challenges to navigate in finding
ancestral towns. Boundaries shifted with
some frequency. Many Minnesotans
have roots in Lithuania, but it may not
have gone by that name at the time their
family came over. Control of Lithuania
was held first by Russia and later the
Soviet Union, with a brief period of
independence from 1918 until WWIL.
Independence was only regained in

1990 with the breakup of the Soviet
Union. As a result, early records are
likely to indicate Russia as the country
of origin. Towns, too, may move between
countries. A town that was once part

of the Vilna Gubernia, the district that
includes Vilnius, Lithuania, may now be
a part of Belarus.

Broaden your search parameters

If you are searching for a particular

town, realize that there were frequently
multiple names for a town that might
span various languages and time periods.
On Jewishgen.org, you will find the
Communities Database that will help you
identify the town under its various guises.

The search for an ancestral town can
often be found in documents in the
United States. Many families lived

in New York for some time. In those
cases, it is helpful to seek NY marriage
or death records which frequently will
have parents’ names and towns of origin.
Typically, they chose to report the largest
city in the region even if they originated
in a small town within it. On his mar-
riage record, my grandfather reported
his birth in Warsaw rather than Radom,
Poland, which was where I ultimately
located his birth record. Radom is sixty
miles from Warsaw. New York vital

-iInding Your Ancestral Town
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located via stevemorse.org
and scans of the original can
be often found online at the

record indices are easily
11

Municipal Archives.

Census records will also
be useful in your search.
From 1900-1930 they E
will tell you when family
immigrated to the U.S. 2
and their naturalization

status, although you may

find a different year of

Bovough af

arrival in each census. The
1920 census tells you the
year of naturalization if they
became a citizen.

Assume numbers and names are impre-
cise and search for ranges around
numbers and use wild cards to search
for names as spellings were likely to
vary. Suppose you are searching for an
Abraham or an Abram. A search on
Abra® will capture both names.

Prior to 1891

Prior to 1891 immigration manifests pro-
vide limited information. After 1891 they
will provide the town of last permanent
residence and by 1907, also the town of
birth. Naturalization records will provide
extensive information after 1906, related
family members, town and year of birth,
ship and port, and the name that they
entered the U.S. under if it differed from
the name they went by in the US.

After 1891

So, what if they came prior to 18912
Immigration records reported only

the country, which in many cases was
Russia or Austria, the two empires

which controlled much of the territory.
Naturalization records prior to 1906 were
also quite skimpy, with no standardiza-
tion of content across courts. The one
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STATE OF NEW YORK,
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Marriage certificate of Sam Weinberg and Mary
Rothschild found via stevemorse.org

common denominator was a renunciation
of loyalty to the ruler of their original
country.

All is not lost if family came before those
times. If you have family buried in a
cemetery in an area with a larger Jewish
population, consider where they are
buried in the cemetery. Often there is a
burial society representing the common
region from which they came. There they
are buried with their former neighbors
who immigrated to the United States.
You may also find a mention of a town in
a draft record or a will. Yadvashem.org is
a useful database to search for parents or
siblings who may not have come over but
may have perished in the Holocaust. In
fact, a surviving family member may have
provided testimony on family members
who perished and may have noted the
town they came from.

Once you've identified who you are look-
ing for and in what region, you can turn
to JewishGen.org and search country
databases on JewishGen.org or make

use of their Unified Search which spans
multiple countries. Links to all databases
referenced can be found on the Resources

page of MNJGS.org
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https://www.jewishgen.org/
https://www.jewishgen.org/
https://www.jewishgen.org/
https://www.yadvashem.org/
https://www.mnjgs.org/
https://stevemorse.org/
https://stevemorse.org/
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CHANGE SERVICES REQUESTED

Hard to believe that the 40th anniversary
celebration is in the books, and what an
event it was with Congressman Raskin,
State Senator Pappas, and Secretary of State
Simon discussing the influence of Judaism
on their public service and the premiere of

Executive Director another amazing video, Those Who Serve, . .
. X : . Premack family celebrating

Robin Doroshow from the exceptional Dale Bluestein. This Hanukah, circa 1950. Pictured
video, along with more than a dozen more, are Bea Premack with children,
can be viewed at www.jhsum.org/videos. Ellen, Judy and Paul. Aberdeen,

South Dakota.

| wish you all a happy Hanukah, and a Borman Upper Midwest sewish Archives,
happy secular new year. University of Minnesota Libraries.

Thank you for your interest and support of
the Jewish Historical Society of the Upper
Midwest.



